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Every great idea starts with a spark of inspiration…  

Before wREnCYCLE 
was mainstreamed 
into our school as an 
official club, fourth 
grade students 
competed in Anderson 
County’s annual 
Scarecrow Contest 
sponsored by Keep 
America Beautiful 
(KAB). This event led 
to our partnership 
with KAB and the 
founding of our club.   



Communicating to the Community  

http://www.anderson1.k12.sc.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=6240


Start Simple: 
Wren Elementary’s 
wREnCYCLE Club began 
during the 2004-2005 school 
year. At the beginning of the 
2004-2005 school year, Mrs. 
Wagher applied for DHEC’s 
Recycling Mini-Grant. 
Awarded the grant, Mrs. 
Wagher and her fourth grade 
team began purchasing 
recycling bins for each 
classroom. During this 
process, club applications 
were sent out to students. 
With this collaborated effort, 
wREnCYLE Club began!  
 

 
http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/lwm/recycle/grants.htm 
DHEC’s Recycling Mini-Grant Website: This grant offers funding to schools 
for recycling projects, recycling containers, or Action for a Cleaner 
Tomorrow lesson supplements.  

http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/lwm/recycle/grants.htm
http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/lwm/recycle/grants.htm


Communicating our Club’s 
Purpose 

An informational letter introducing 
wREnCYCLE Club and informing 
students of the goals and 
responsibilities went home to each 
student who expressed a desire to 
join. Classroom teachers were also 
instructed on the classroom 
benefits and responsibilities of the 
classroom recycling bins. 
Responsibilities have grown from 
year to year as we grow in our 
knowledge of effective recycling 
habits. As procedures and goals 
change, communication becomes 
even more crucial so that the 
school can remain an invested 
body of recyclers.  



How does it all work? 
  
Our club meets once a month 
from 2:40-4:00. 
 
Students are provided with a 
snack. 
 
A recycling mini-lesson is shared. 
 
Students are assigned classroom 
recycle bins to collect. This 
assignment includes the school 
office, library, teacher workroom, 
and other miscellaneous areas.  
  
Under teacher supervision, 
students take the recycle bins to 
the recycle dumpster to be  
picked up by designated recycling 
company.  
 
 
 



Club members create commercials for the products they 
design and sell them in our school store. This helps to raise 

money to support our school-wide recycling program.  

Current Projects in Addition to Recycling   

•Recycled Earrings   * Mod Podge Jars 
•Crayon Caddies   * Recycled Bracelets 
•Vortex Tubes 
•Bottle Cap “Modern Art” 
•Tic Tac Toe to Go 



Research-Based Reasons to Create a Recycling Club 
at Your School 

http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/lwm/recycle/index.htm


Science Standards, Too!! 

 

Recycling programs reinforce 
science standards being 
taught in the classroom.  

 

As we share our Action 
lesson plans, we will show 
you how it relates to our 
current science standards. 

 

 

  



Natural or Man-Made 

Learning Objective: 
Students will distinguish 

between things that occur 
naturally in our environment 

and things that have been 
made by man.  

Crayon Trash Stash 
Learning Objective: 

Students will look at ways 
resources are wasted and 
consider options to 
trashing their used, 
broken, worn out and 
unwanted items.  

 
 



Science 
Standards that 
Correlate with 

each  

Take Action 
Lesson.  


